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Message from Mrs Ballinger

It has been another busy fortnight at Greysbrooke with lots of incredible

learning taking place across the school. The Grapevine provides just a snapshot of
updates, so in order to keep up to date with what is going on in school more
regul arly, pl e a $okow dsomwtiter isong g@gteysibraokeATLP

. As you are aware, Reading has a high profile at Greysbrooke
Read\Write}inc: . .
phonice? and this week we welcomed Ruth Broadhead into school to
work with the staff and children. Ruth is our Read Write Inc.

consultant and we had a very productive day. Lots of effective practice was
observed across the school; childrends r
and accuracy,; and the childrends behavi
incredibly proud of all staff and children for their continued hard work and

enthusiasm towards reading.

At this point, it seems only right to give a big shout out and massive thanks to
Mrs Wildman. Mrs Wildman has a real passion for reading and is ,‘
working tirelessly at driving our focus on reading for pleasure. L‘i
She has set up the GB Reading Café; established Reading
Ambassadors across the school; devised a Reading Newsletter; ?
and sets regular competitions for children (and staff) to take
part i n. | 6m sure you wil/ have v cd
windows of children and staff reading creatively - 1t fansastic! Thank you, Mrs
Wildman, for all your hard work and dedication, we are very grateful and hope

that you can see we love reading too!

L 1

| am pleased to announce that on Monday 13 ™ February, we will be hosting a work
share afternoon from 3.30 -4.30pm. This is an informal opportunity to come into
school, go to your childrenods cl assroom
with them. Senior Leaders wil/|l be on si
opportunity for you to share with your ¢ hild and see their achievements since you
last looked at their books at Parents Evening, back in October. Last admission

time to view books is 4.15pm.
notification@greysbrooke.staffs.sch.uk
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YOUNG
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VOICES @% 2023

Tonight children and staff are taking
part in Young Voices concert. This
amazing event is held at Resorts World,

Birmingham. We hope everyone has a
fabulous evening and we look forward to
sharing photos via Twitter and in the
next edition of the Grapevine

Crig\ drer’s
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The Big Garden Birdwatch is due to
take place between 27 -29th January.
Therefore, Owl -Bert has launched his

RSPB challenge to spot as many birds as
you can over the weekend. Attached to
this newsletter is a Birdwatch tick
sheet for you to collate all your findings
on. Once completed, follow the

instructions on the sheet to gain 1.5

hours to your Children's University
account. Good luck and happy spotting!

Payment Reminders

Laches Wood Residential Y5 & Final instalm ent due Friday 27 " Jan via ParentPay
Guitar & Keyboard Tuition 8 Payment due Tuesday 31° Jan via ParentPay

FRANCE 2024 9 1st instalment due by Tuesday 31% Jan via ParentPay

| ngestre Hall Residential Y3/Y4 & 2nd insta Iment due Friday 3 ™ Feb via ParentPay

Class assemblies

We are pleased to reintroduce Class
assemblies to our timetable. Over this
term and the summer term , parents of
each year group will be invited in to see

a class assembly.

This starts with Year 2, delivering a
class assembly on February 10™ at
2.30pm
Please check the Important dates
section of each edition for your date.

Sports for Champions

Spor+ts For
Champions UH:

v Community Interest Company

Children will recently have brought
home a sponsor form for Sports for
Champions.
On Thursday 16 ™ February , we will
welcome into school a professional
athlete to work with the children to
complete the challenges listed on their
sponsor form.
The money raised will be shared
between the Athlete and the school
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Parents Evening Strike Action Update

Information regarding the spring term Currently the plan for Greybrooke is to

par en tnng wilbe estributed remain open to all on strike action
soon. For now the dates to pop in your dates . which are

diary are Wednesday 1 $* and Thursday 1 February & 1%, 15" 16" March.
2" March. Afterschool clubs that run
on the parent evening days will be

cancelled and rescheduled . New dates

for those sessions to be confirmed .

| f there are any changes to this plan
they will be communicated to you as
soon as possible.

Keeping in touch
Please remember that we greatly value working with parents/carers and so
communication is essential. If you have any concern in relation to your child, we

ask you to make contact with your chil d
T Writing a note in your childods readi
1 Telephoning the school office and requesting a call back
1 Emailing: notification@greysbrooke.staffs.sch.uk
1 Leaving a message at the beginning of the school day on the KS1 / KS2 door

with the member of staff on duty to pass on
You can also make contact with a member of our Senior Leadership Team using
the above methods. Senior Leaders to contact are as follows:
Reception/Key Stage 1. Mrs Glandfield
KS2: Mr Rowlands

Polite notices
Driveway 0 for health and safety reasons, children and parents are not to enter /
exit school site via the school driveway. The school bus and deliveries use this
entrance throughout the day; it is not to be used as a pedestrian access. You
should enter the school site via the top gate. Thank you.
Trading Cards dchild ren should not be bringing tradin g cards into school, they
are easily lost, and are often the cause of distraction and disagreements.
Healthy snacks 0 please ensure snacks for break and lunch are healthy , children
should not bring in big share bags of crisps or sweets!

Nut allergies - pl ease ensure that childrends s
which contains nuts. We have children in school with severe allergies.
Thank you !
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World Book Day

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book day on Th ~ ursday
2" March. The whole school will be studying the same book during this
week called 'Wanted, the Perfect Pet'

On Thursday March 2 " we are asking that pupils come to school
dressed as a book character or if they would prefer they can come in

their pyjamas, ready for a bedtime story. We can't wait lose ourselves in

a good book!

il

We would like to remind parents of procedures in the event of heavy
snowfall, which could lead to a school closure:
The decision to close school is only taken following much consideration about the
health and safety of pupils and staff. The ability of Catering staff to travel to
school to provide the children with |  unch is another necessary consideration, as
well as the advice received from Pupil Transport Services about the accessibility
of outlying county roads and the safe transport to and from school of the pupils
residing there.
Decisions are usually made early in the morning, as circumstances can obviously
improve or deteriorate overnight and | am sure that you can appreciate that many
children and staff travel from varying locations to school.
Following any significant incident of snow, the decision to closet  he school ;
will be postedon St af f or dshi re Count yAdd@Gienally c i@
we will post a message on our school website , t witter account, and
will notify parents by our parenttext facility.

@ Weather Watch!

Important Dates

Friday 10™ February &2.30pm Year 2 class assembly
Monday 13" February &3.30-4.30pm Workshare afternoon
Thursday 16" February - Sports for Champions sponsored event and athlete visit
Monday 20™ to Friday 24 ™ February & Half term

Monday 27" February 8 INSET DAY & School closed to pupils

Wednesday 1% & Thursday 2 " March 8 Parents evening 3.30pm & 6.30pm

notification@greysbrooke.staffs.sch.uk
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Learning Update

Reception:
We have been | earning about He.
Vegetable sdand filled the sand tray with different
vegetables, we loved exploring how they smelt and felt.
We made these delicious fruit kebabs! We used grapes,
oranges, bananas, straw berries, raspberries. We really
enjoyed tasting them

We have just started our Plants and
Growing Topic; we have explored
what happens when you

put white flowers in water with food
colouring. We loved seeing them
change colour.
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Musiciars, artists and sports starsl
Year One have seftled so well into the Spring ferm and have really thrown themselves in to all of
their learning:
Inart, the class have begun to explore primary colours through painting, understanding what
primary colours are and how we can use these to create secondary colours. They will then begin to
put this knowledge into practice when creating some amazing pieces.
In PE, this half term is dll things golf. So far, they have been practicing their putting and chipping
skills and we definitely have some pros in the making!
The class have had great fun when practicing this ferms song Tn the Groove' on glockenspiels,
exploring the song and learning to appreciate many different forms of music.
We have put huge emphasis on Reading for Pleasure recently and the closs are loving all the books
that we have been immersing ourselves info. The class 'reading tree' is really starting to fill up now
with some great book reviews given by the whole closs.
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